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POLS 4160/ POLS 6590, Section A Dr. Barry D. Friedman
Women and Politics Y oung Socia Science Center 114
Spring Semester 2008 (706) 864-1916 ? bfriedman@NGCSU.edu

MWF 2:30-3:25 p.m. Office Hours: MW 1:30-2:30, 3:30-4:30 p.m., TTh 2-3:50 p.m.

Course Description:

This course examines the role of women in palitics, focusng on how and to what extent women
participate in politics, barriers to women's involvement in politics, and how the politica system treats
women's issues.  Specific topics include the history of the women's-suffrage movement, feminism, the
impact of gender on dections and the dynamics of legidatures, and public-policy issues rdevant to
women.

Purpose

Unmoved by the pleas of forward-looking women that the new American federal system should
admit women to full ditizenship and participation, the framers of the U. S. Condtitution opted to put
nothing into the document that would disturb the patriarcha, discriminatory status quo. Instead of
entering the new system as equas, women remained without access to socid, economic, political, and
professiona opportunity, injustices that would require decades and centuries to address and rectify.

The“What if .. .?" questions can occupy our thought process for quite awhile. What if women
had been enrolled as voters and elected to the first Congressin 17897 .. . Would the davery problem
have perssted until the 1860s, and would the resolution have involved such a cataclysmic bloodbath?
Would American society have suffered the hurtful separate-but-equa absurdity, the Vietnam debacle,
the Watergate and Lewinsky scandds, and any number of other events with which our socid and
politica system was beleaguered?

Femde activigs have had to negotiate their way through a system dominated and designed by
men--a system that rewards confrontational conduct, fight-to-the-finish and winner-take-dl rituds, and
magority/minority thinking. The unbearably dow progress experienced by women in this inhospiteble
system has often provoked some women' s-rights activigs into blistering rhetoric of their own. Courses
in history and political science tend to devote scant atention to the women's experience in American
society. In this course, we will focus on this generaly neglected facet of our political past.

Learning Objectives

B Know the higory of discrimination of women in palitics, government, and law; employment;
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socid life; and other aspects of life.

B Be ale to destribe the reasons for discrimination of women, the implications of such
discrimination for women, and the implications of such discrimination for society in generd.

B Be die to explan who have been indrumentd in dleviaing the levd and scope of
discrimination, and how they have accomplished their objectives.

B Be dle to dexribe what femde activigs and officds have accomplished in resolving
discrimination, changing public policy, and opening doors for women in the future.

Information literacy

Concerning NGCSU s Information Literacy Learning OQutcones (based on
NGCSU s Qual ity Enhancenment Plan): These are the five outcones.

1

The information-literate student determ nes the nature and extent of
the i nformati on needed. Know

The information-literate st udent accesses needed i nf ormati on
effectively and efficiently. Access

The information-literate student evaluates information and its
sources critically and incorporates selected information into his or
her knowl edge base and val ue system Evaluate

The information-literate student, individually or as a nmenber of a
group, uses information effectively to acconplish a specific
pur pose. Use

The information-literate student understands many of the econonmic,
|l egal, and social issues surrounding the use of information and
accesses and uses information ethically and legally. FEthical/legal?

The reading and witten assignments are designed to contribute to these

out cones.

Course Requirements

Notice about digtinct standards for graduate students. Graduate students are expected to perform at a

leve that is better informed and more sophisticated relative to undergraduates, based on the graduate
students completion of a bachelor’ s degree and the availability to them of more skill and experience.

1. REQUIRED READINGS

Two books are required for purchase by al members of the class. They are:

! Learni ng Qutcones adapted fromthe Association of College and Research
Li brari es (ACRL) standards.
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? Carrall, SusanJ., ed. Women and American Politics:. New Questions, New Directions. New
York: Oxford University Press, 2002/3.

? Dalan, Julie; Deckman, Melissa; and Swers, Michde L. Women and Politics:  Paths to Power
and Political Influence. Upper Saddle River, N. J.: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007.

There is one optional textbook, which contains a skepticd critique of the modern feminist
leadership.

? Bennett, JamesT. The Politics of American Feminism:  Gender Conflict in Contemporary
Society. Lanham, Md.: Universty Press of America, Inc., 2007.

Study the assigned readings on a timely basis in accordance with the attached schedule. To
"sudy” does not mean to scan; rather, to "sudy” involves careful reading and note-taking (or
underlining) to facilitate retention of facts and to facilitate review for the examination.

2. EXAMINATIONS

There will be two examinations during the semester (as opposed to the find examination, which
will be described below). They will occur on Friday, February 8, and Wednesday, March 26. The
format will be short-answer.

3. BOOK REPORT

Graduate students enrolled in this course are required to submit a book report. This assgnment
is optional for undergraduate members of the class. The student should sdlect a book about awoman
who was or is prominent in American politics or about a women's politicdl movement in the United
Sates. The usud length of this assgnment is four to Sx pages of double-spaced text. It is due on
Wednesday, February 20. Please prepare to make an ord presentation in class aswell. The score for
late papers will be reduced by 2 points per calendar day.

4. RESEARCH PAPER

A research paper is required for this course. The research paper must be based on and must
make specific reference to literature of political science and, possibly, other socid-science disciplines
(i.e, your textbooks, lecture notes, monographs, aticles in politica-science journds, etc.). A
subgtantial amount of reference to both of your textbooks is required, as is the use of other peer-
reviewed sources. A graduate student enrolled in this class is required, additiondly, to gather some
useful data pertaining to the topic and apply a substantia dtatistical method to the data in order to
develop an andyticdly noteworthy result. (Undergraduates are encouraged to do thisaswell.) At least
12 pages of double-spaced text will be necessary to address any topic productively.
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You must use full-blown APA stylein this research paper. Y ou are advised to obtain a copy of
the style manud if you don't dready own one. It isavailable, for example, a this Web page:

http:/Aww.apastyle.org/pubmanud.html

A redly hdpful resource is the accompanying software to the APA syle manua. The software is
available by direct download or by purchase of an actua CD-ROM. | strongly advise the purchase
of the CD-ROM rather than the direct download. The software is avalable, for example, at this
Web page:

http:/mww.apastyle.org/stylenel per/
| would appreciateit if you would use the modifications to APA style that appear at this Web page:
http:/Amww.NGCSU.edw/bdf/M PA prog/APAmMd.htm

Please place a staple (no paper clip) in the upper-left corner of each written assgnment. Do not
submit any report covers a manila folders. Please submit two copies of your paper. Also, please be
prepared to make an ora presentation about your paper in class. The paper is due on Wednesday,
April 9. The scorefor late papers will be reduced by 2 points per caendar day.

5. FINAL EXAMINATION

The find examinaion will be an essay examination. The find exam will occur on Friday,
April 25, from1to 3 p.m.

6. ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION

Class participation and proper conduct are both expected, and will determine 8 percent of the
course grade.

Attendance is compulsory. You are considered responsible for being attentive to lectures and
class discussons, for taking notes, and for being aware of the content of al class announcements.
Please take note of the univerdty's policy on "Class Attendance” (2006-2008 Under graduate Bulletin,
p. 72) which is incorporated herein by reference. A sudent who accumulates more than three
unexcused absences on this one-session-per-week schedule can expect to receive a"W" or "WF," or
to sustain areduction in the course grade.

Do not bring to class items that will emit audible signds, such as cdl phones and watches that
announce the top of the hour. If you have such an item in your possesson, and it emits a sound, your
course grade will be reduced by 1v2to 3 percentage points (depending on volume, with the ingtructor’s
evaduation being find) for each incident; your participation score may aso be affected. During an
examination, if you have such an item in your possesson, and it emits a sound, you must turn in your
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examindaion immediaidy and leave; falure to follow this ingtruction will result in a score of zero and,
possibly, adisciplinary complaint.

Sarcasm; rudeness, deeping in cass, conversng with other students, reading books,
newspapers, or other documents not related to the course; doing assgnments for another class, and
other behaviors that indicate disrespect for the ingtructor, classmates, and/or the learning process will
tend to have an adverse effect on your participation score and may lead to gection and/or a disciplinary
complaint.

7. OTHER REQUIREMENTS
a. Incorporation of other controlling authority. All of the rules, regulations, and sandards

published in the undergraduate and graduate bulletins of North Georgia College & State University are
incorporated by reference in this document.

b. Cheating and plagiarism  NGCSU'’ sintegrity code--*On my honor, | will not lie, cheat, stedl,
plagiarize, evade the truth, or tolerate those who do”--reflects the university’ s commitment to academic
integrity. The "Academic Integrity Policy” (2006-2008 Undergraduate Bulletin, pp. 81-84) is
incorporated herein by reference. Please note that in this course, asin al others at NGCSU, plagiarism
and other forms of cheating are expresdy prohibited. Any student who commits plagiarism or chesting
may receive a reduced grade, which may involve a faling grade, and a report of the incident will be
provided to the universty’s Academic Integrity Council. The council and the vice presdent for
academic affars may take additional action, which may include a forma reprimand, probation,
suspengon, or expulson from the university.

c. Disahilities and accommodations. North Georgia College & State University is committed to
equa access to its programs, services, and activities for people with disabilities. If you believe that you
have a disability requiring an accommodetion, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the
ingructor and the Office of Student Disability Resources. In this case, contact Elizabeth Mclntosh,
coordinator of student disability resources, a Barnes Hall, Room 122 (706-867-2782).

d. On-line sudents evauation of course. Course evaluations at NGCSU are now conducted
on-line through BANNER. Evauation of the class is consdered a component of the course and
students will not be permitted to access their course grade until the evauation has been completed. The
evauations will be accessible beginning one week prior to the find-exam week.

e. Course grades. Course grades are available on BANNER Web 2000 within about two days
of the end of find examinations. Except in emergency Stuations, please do not request grades by
telephone, E-mail, or smilar method.
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DETERMINATION OF COURSE GRADES

Event No Book Report Book Report
Firg Exam 20% 15%
Book Report -- 14%
Second Exam 20% 15%
Research Paper 28% 25%
Find Exam 24% 23%
Participation 8% 8%

Schedul e of Readi ng Assi gnnents

NOTE: In the reading assignnents, “C indicates the Carroll
reader, “DDS” indicates the Dol an/ Decknman/ Swers textbook, and
“B” indicates the Bennett book.

Day Dat e Topi c Readi ngs
M  Jan. 7 I ntroduction C Introduction
(pp. 1-3, 21-29)
DDS Ch. 1
W Jan. 9 Winmen's Political Partici- C Introduction
pation Before 1920 (pp. 12-15)
DDS Ch. 2 (pp. 11-24)
F Jan. 11 Rise of the Fem ni st C Introduction
Movenent (pp. 8-12, 15-18)

DDS Ch. 2 (pp. 24-35)
Guest Speaker: Dr. Leo Mundy, sociol ogi st and
fem ni st theori st

M Jan. 14 Participation by New CcCh 1, 9
Fermal e Voters

W Jan. 16 Wonen in Political-Party C Ch. 5 (pp. 127-145)
Organi zati ons DDS Ch. 2 (pp. 56-71)
F Jan. 18 Wonen in Professional Life DDS Ch. 6 (pp. 219-234)
Guest Speaker: Dr. Brenda Findl ey, personnel
di rector

M Jan. 21 No Class — M L. King s Birthday
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Day Dat e
W Jan. 23
F Jan. 25
M Jan. 28
W Jan. 30
F Feb. 1
M Feb. 4
W  Feb. 6
F Feb. 8
M Feb. 11
W Feb. 13
F Feb. 15
M Feb. 18
W Feb. 20
F Feb. 22

Topi c Readi ngs

Fai rness in Enploynment:
Pol i cy Changes in the
1960s

Proposed Equal Rights DDS Ch. 2 (pp. 36-41)
Amendment
Guest Speaker: Deborah Johnson Evans, pro-ERA
activist and battered-wonen’ s advocate

Women in State LegislaturesDDS Ch. 7 (pp. 235-252)
Wonmen as State Executive DDS Ch. 8 (pp. 269-270,
O ficers 275- 284, 288,
293- 301)
Wormren i n Congress DDS Ch. 7 (pp. 253-268)
Wormren i n Congress

Wonmen as Presidential DDS Ch. 8 (pp. 284-293
Appoi nt ees 301-302)

FI RST EXAM NATI ON

Women and Interest Groups C Ch. 5

(pp. 111-127)
DDS Ch. 2 (

pp. 41-56)

Wonmen’s Portrayals in Arts
and Entertai nnent

Guest Speaker: Dr. Panela J. Sachant, art
hi stori an
Wonmen as Voters CCh. 6

DDS Ch. 3 (pp. 72-90)

Women in the Georgia General
Assenbl y
Guest Speaker: Hon. Carol Jackson, fornmer
Superior Court clerk in Wite County and
former menber of the CGeorgia State Senate

BOOK REPORT DUE
Wnmen and t he News Medi a c Ch 7
DDS Ch. 4

Femal e Candi dates’ ElectionC Ch. 2 (pp. 53-62,
Canpai gns 65-71)
DDS Ch. 5
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Day Dat e Topi c Readi ngs
M Feb. 25 Mther’'s MIk of Politics DDS Ch. 2(pp. 62-64),
Ch. 3

W Feb. 27 Whnen in Local Politics DDS Ch. 6 (pp. 187-206)
Guest Speaker: Hon. Deborah Hutcheson, vice
chair of the Lunmpkin County Board of
Conmmi ssi oners

F Feb. 29 Wbnmen in Local Politics DDS Ch. 6 (pp. 206-219)

M Mar. 3 Reproduction
Guest Speaker: Savannah Pacer, community soci al
activist, Wiite County, Ga.

W Mar. 5 Wonen as Judges DDS Ch. 9 (pp. 323-326,
331- 364)

F Mar. 7 No Class — CGeorgia Public Adm nistration Acadeni c
Conference (at NGCSU!'); for information, see
Web page at
http://wwv. NGCSU. edu/ bdf / GaASPA/ i ndex. ht m

M  Mar. 10 Wonen and the Law DDS Ch. 9 (pp. 326-330)
W Mar. 12 Layers of Discrimnnation: Friedman letter to
Lesbi an Ri ghts the editor?

Guest Speaker: Dr. Kathleen A. Dol an,
soci ol ogi st and | eshi an-heal th expert

F Mar. 14 Layers of Discrimnation: C Ch. 8
Femal e Menbers of
M nority G oups

MF Mar. 17-21 No Class — Spring Vacation

M  Mar. 24 Lesbian Rights: The Case of
White County Hi gh School
Guest Speaker: Savannah and Li ndsay Pacer,
community social activists, White County,
Ga.

W  Mar. 26 SECOND EXAM NATI ON

2 MW letter to the editor about Barry Gol dwater and the

Enmpl oynent Non-Di scrinm nation Act is available on a Web page
at http://ww. NGCSU. edu/ bdf / bf ri ed/ ENDA. ht m
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Day Dat e Topi c
F Mar. 28 Opinions of Men About Wonen's
Ri ghts

Readi ngs

Guest Speaker: Dr. Leo Mundy, soci ol ogi st and

fem ni st theori st

M  Mar. 31 Wonen’ s Opi nions: C I ntroduction
Monolithic or Diverse? pp. )
DDS Ch. 3 (pp. 90-97)
W Apr. 2 Wnen' s Rights Here and C I ntroduction
Abr oad (pp. 18-21)

Guest Speaker: Dr. Diynn F. Arnmstrong-WIIi ans,

director of the NGCSU Center for G obal
Engagenent
F Apr. 4 Wonen in the Mlitary
M Apr. 7 Wonen as Leaders DDS Ch. 8 (pp. 311-322)
Guest Speaker: Dr. Mchele B. HiIl, NGCSU
| eader shi p- program coor di nat or
W Apr. 9 RESEARCH PAPERS DUE
Oral Presentations
F Apr. 11 Oral Presentations
M  Apr. 14 Oral Presentations
W Apr. 16 Wonen’s Influence on C Ch. 4
Public Policy DDS Ch. 8 (pp. 302-311)
F Apr. 18 Wnen as First Ladies
Guest Speaker: Susan T. Ferrell, educator of

m ddl e- school soci al -sci ence teachers

M Apr. 21 Wonen as Vice Presidents DDS Ch. 8 (pp. 271-275)

and Presidents
W Apr. 23 No Class — Academ c Revi ew Day
F  Apr. 25 FINAL EXAM NATION (1-3 p.m)



