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North Georgia College & State University to Participate in  
                                       The American Democracy Project 

An Introduction by  Linda Roberts-Betsch, Interim Vice President 
for Academic Affairs 

I am so very pleased that North Georgia College & State University is a 
participating member of the American Democracy Project (ADP).  The ADP was 

created by the American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) in collaboration 
with The New York Times.   
The ADP is a multi-campus initiative that seeks to create an intellectual and experiential 
understanding of civic engagement for undergraduates enrolled at institutions that are members 
of the AASCU.  NGCSU began participating in the ADP during the 2003-2004 academic year.  
We have an ADP Committee on our campus whose members are: 
Dr. Ross Alexander, Assistant Professor of 
Political Science 
Ms. Miranda Cathey, Student 
Dr. Carl Cavalli, Assistant Professor of 
Political Science 
Ms. Barbara Howerton, Assistant Professor 
of Biology 
Dr. Linda Roberts-Betsch, Interim Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 

Dr. Alice Sampson, Assistant Professor of 
Teacher Education, Co-Chair 
Mr. Bob Thomas, Director of the Leadership 
Initiative, Co-Chair 
Mr. Wes Thomas, Director, Student Center 
Col Billy Wells, Professor of Military Science    

The purpose of this newsletter is to inform our students, faculty, and staff of the progress 
that we have made relative to civic engagement on our campus and to gather ideas for future 
projects.  If you have ideas or want to otherwise participate in the ADP, please let me know. 
As part of its mission, NGCSU is committed to provide support services and an environment 
conducive to the students intellectual, ethical, social, and physical development and cultural 
awareness so that they can become knowledgeable and responsible state, regional, national, and 
international citizens.  (NGCSU Mission Statement, 1996).  The ADP enables us to fulfill our 
mission in a wonderful way.             
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Introduction to the Goals of the American Democracy Project 
By Casey LaFrance, M.P.A. Progam    

Greetings and welcome to the first 
edition of NGCSU ADP newsletter!  Our 
institution has agreed to participate in The 
American Democracy Project, a multi-
campus initiative that seeks to create an 
intellectual and experiential understanding of 
civic engagement for undergraduates 
enrolled at institutions that are members of 
the American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities (www.aascu.org).  
The goal of the project is to 
produce graduates who 
understand and are committed to 
engaging in meaningful actions as 
citizens in a democracy (AASCU 
Newsletter, September 2004, 
http://adp.typepad.com/news/).   

North Georgia College & 
State University is a member of the newest 
branch of the ADP, formed in August 2004; 
the Southern Consortium of the American 
Democracy Project.  This branch is 
governed by a steering committee of 
members from Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, North Carolina, Tennessee, and 
Virginia.  The state contact from Georgia is 
Gene Hatfield, who works at Clayton 
College and State University 
(www.clayton.edu).   

Among its intentions as a member 
institution, NGCSU hopes to increase 
students political and community 
awareness.  It also hopes to publicize 
community-related events in our area as 
well as foster a spirit of healthy debate 
among our readers.  In order to do serve the 
purposes described, the committee 
encourages your support.  First and 
foremost, please let us know of events in 
which your team, sorority, class, church, 
friends, or anyone else are participating.  
Also, let us know the outcomes of these 
events.  Tell us what you did well.  Tell us 
what you learned from mistakes.  Tell us 
how the crowd reacted.  Tell us how the 
community was affected.  This sharing of 
event information and outcomes will serve 
as an aid to our entire student body, helping 
you to understand the civic engagement 
opportunities available to you as students.  It 
will also help us to learn what works, what    

doesn t, what s fun, what s boring, etc.  This 
is your newsletter, so keep us informed. 
        Second, please feel free to voice your 
opinions on political issues.  We hope  
to have a debate corner of sorts, in which 
two students with opposing solutions to a  
policy problem will voice their opinions.  
Please exercise your First Amendment 
Right.  Let us know what you think about 

war, abortion, taxes, drugs, welfare, 
environmental issues, etc.  When 
possible, support your view with facts, 
data, and statistics.  Get out and ask 
government officials and community 
members for help when necessary.  
Most importantly, remember that 
before you can appreciate our nation 
or any of your rights, you must meet 

the minimum American citizenship 
requirement:  the obligation to inform 
yourself, to enlighten yourself, to let go of 
ignorance and ipse dixit arguments and 
learn.  

Finally, a special invitation for 
submissions to the newsletter is in order for 
the opinions of minorities on our campus.  
International students, students of color, 
Independents, Libertarians, nontraditional 
students, and all other campus minorities 
have a great deal of insight to offer the rest 
of us.  These students may have differing 
perspectives from the majority, they may 
have differing cultural experiences to share, 
and they may have unique methods of 
interacting with the community.  While 
NGCSU is certainly not the most diverse 
campus involved in the ADP, let us treasure 
what diversity we do have.  

My sincere hope for this project will 
come to fruition when we are able to learn 
from each other, voice our opinions without 
hesitation, share experiences, and lead one 
another to a more informed, more civically-
engaged student body.   

Upcoming Events 
June 16-18 2005 
ADP National 
Conference 
Hilton Hotel, 

Contact:  
George Mehaffy 
mehaffyg@aascu.org 

http://www.aascu.org
http://adp.typepad.com/news/
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Portland, OR www.aascu.org

    
Voter Registration Initiative at NGCSU 
By Dr. Carl Cavalli 
{Ed. Note: The following piece was contributed by Dr. Cavalli in response to 
an inquiry regarding his sponsorship of a non-election year voter 
registration initiative at NGCSU}  
The registration effort is a 

joint project to encourage on-campus and 
locally-housed students to register in 
Lumpkin County with the goal of increasing 
NGCSU students' municipal political power. 
Nationwide, one of the biggest obstacles to 
first-time 18-24 year old voters is that many, 
perhaps most, states do not recognize a 
college dorm address for purposes of voter 
registration. This means college students 
don't vote where they live most of the year 
(on campus), and conversely don't live 
where they are allowed to vote. This is a set-
up virtually guaranteed to discourage voting 
(It is especially frustrating when well-
meaning registration drives target high 
school seniors who subsequently go off to 
college).     

Fortunately, Georgia is different. 
Our state allows college students to use a 
dorm address for voter registration. We wish 
to make sure NGCSU students are aware of 
this.  

 In addition, we would like to 
encourage as many on-campus students as 
possible to register locally. This, we hope, 
will have the effect of directly empowering 
more students -- giving them a more 
tangible reason to participate. 
This initiative is co-sponsored in part 
with the Appalachian Studies Center 
grant, with funding coming from the 
Appalachian Regional Commission and 
NGCSU.    

Community Service 
By Reanna Berry 

  In the Principles of Leadership classes, instructed by Col. Teston, 
students are divided into groups and given the assignment to find and 
participate in a community service project.  Through complete team 
participation in a service project, the process of leadership is experienced 
and the community is improved.  

During the Fall 2004 semester, several groups fulfilled the project 
requirements for the class, but more importantly, these groups improved the community.   

Group one worked with the Lumpkin County Animal Shelter.    
Group two positively impacted the Girl Scouts of Lumpkin County by organizing and 

holding a father-daughter dance.    
Although the first two groups completed the projects that positively impacted a wide 

range of people, some groups enriched the community by working with specific age groups.    
Group Three cleaned and restored a nature trail at Long Branch Elementary.   
Group Four also became involved with improving the lives of children through the 

Rainbow Children s Home.  The group spent four hours on a consecutive Saturday and Sunday 
with the children.  

Group Five visited with residents at the Valley Brook Retirement Center.   
            Despite the assignment rules and grades, all five groups unanimously agreed that they 
made a positive difference in the community through these projects.  As demonstrated through 
the efforts of these college students in leadership class, leadership and community service are 
not dead among the young people of today.  Leadership and a spirit of gracious servitude toward 
the community are alive and well.   

http://www.aascu.org
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NGCSU Political Science Student Association Offers Many Activities  
By Dr. Carl Cavalli  

The Political Science Student Association was founded in February of 1994. 
Membership is open to majors and non-majors alike. Any student interested in 

promoting political awareness and activity is welcome to join.  
            Over the years, the PSSA has had many events open to the entire student body. This 

past year, they continued their long-running Crossfire Lunch series, a debate series covering 
controversial campus issues and current events. On February 17th and 24th 2005, they co-sponsored 
special debate lunches with the Black History Committee on race relations and minority 
representation. they are also hosting their fifth annual Career Lecture Series where guest lecturers 
(often alumni) talk to students about careers in and around politics and government. This past fall 
semester, the PSSA published another student voters guide for the presidential, congressional, and 
state elections. These guides are specially tailored for NGCSU students using the results of surveys 
administered directly to samples of our student body.  

          In the past, they had members participate in both exit polling for the Voter News 
Service and in KidsVote Georgia. They regularly provide student voter registration information and 
forms, and they stage voter registration drives. Finally, from time to time they offer movies 
related to the political process.   

Useful Local Government Links: 
Lumpkin County: www.lumpkincounty.gov

  

City of Dahlonega Chamber of Commerce: www.dahlonega.org

 

City Council Minutes Page:  www.cityofdahlonega.com

 

Access North Georgia: www.accessnorthgeorgia.com

 

Lumpkin County Info on State Web Page:  www.lumpkincounty.georgia.gov

  

ADP Civic Engagement Survey Results 
By Casey LaFrance, MPA Program   

Last Fall, I administered a survey to determine civic engagement at NGCSU.  The three-
part survey addressed government knowledge, political attitudes, and community activity among 
a convenience sample of students at NGCSU (n= 95,  47 males, 48 females, all 18-30 years of 
ages).  The participants were 37 freshmen, 14 sophomores, 15 juniors, 28 seniors, and one 
graduate, with a diverse range of academic majors.  Of the  participants; 83 identified themselves 
as Caucasian, Four were Hispanic, Five were African-American, One was Asian-American, and 
Two described themselves as Other.  The majorities of participants had an annual income of 
less than $15,000, had no children, were single, were American citizens, were registered voters, 
and voted in the 2004 election.   

Below are the Questions and the Responses:   

Section 1 :  Short Answer 
How many branches are there in our 
government?  

Who is the current governor of Georgia?  

How many terms can a president serve?  

When was the Declaration of Independence 
adopted?  

What is the minimum voting age in the 
United States?  

Who has the power to declare war?  

What are the first 10 amendments to the 
Constitution called?  

In what month is the new president 
inaugurated? 

http://www.lumpkincounty.gov
http://www.dahlonega.org
http://www.cityofdahlonega.com
http://www.accessnorthgeorgia.com
http://www.lumpkincounty.georgia.gov
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Scores for Section 1:      
                                                      (# Correct)                    Grade  
Number of Students:           
45                                                   8                                      100 % 
29                                                   7                                        87.5 
12                                                   6                                        75 
3                                                     5                                        62.5  
4                                                     4                                        50  
1                                                     3                                        37.5 
1                                                     2                                        25 
Mean Score for Section 1: 7.06 Correct 

    

Section 2 :  Choose:  Strongly  Agree,  Agree, Don t Know, Disagree, Strongly Disagree                                                                                       

 

Government Should not censor speech, press, media, 
or the Internet 
SA (21) A (44) Don t Know (5) DA (20) SD (5)  

Military Service Should be Voluntary.  There should be 
no draft. 
SA (37) A (32) Don t Know (4) DA (14) SD (8)  

There should be no laws regarding sex for consenting 
adults. 
SA (21) A (31) Don t Know (17) DA (11) SD (15)   

Repeal laws prohibiting adult possession and use of 
drugs. 
SA (12) A (16) Don t Know (19) DA (24)  SD (24)  

There should be no national ID card 
SA (10) A (12) Don t Know (26) DA (25) SD (22)  

End Corporate Welfare.  No government handouts to 
business 
SA (6)   A (31) Don t Know (21) DA (31) SD (6)   

End government barriers to international free trade 
SA (6)   A (16) Don t Know (32) DA (35) SD (6)   

Let people control their own retirement;   privatize 
Social Security. 
SA (14) A (23)  Don t Know (19) DA (27) SD (12)  

Replace government welfare with private charity. 
SA (8)   A(24)  Don t Know (15) DA (32) SD (16)  

Cut Taxes and government spending by 50% or more. 
SA (6) A (16) Don t Know (29) DA (32) SD (12)   

Section 3:   Community Activity 
I am an active member of a volunteer organization. 
SA (32) A (30) DK (8) DA (20)  SD (5)  

I am a happy person. 
SA (48) A (36) DK (8) DA (3)  SD (0)  

I have made a monetary donation to a charitable 
organization in the past year.  

I have volunteered/given time and/or money in the last: 
Week (26) Month (25) Year (34) 2-5 yrs (8) Never (2)  

I attend religious services once or more: 
Per Week(30)Per Month (28) Per Year (27) Never (10) 

SA (38) A (38) DK (3)  DA (11) SD (5)  

Politically and Socially, I would describe myself as 
being: 
Very Conservative (15) Conservative (31) Middle-of-
the-road (29) Liberal (11)   Very Liberal (9)  

I trust most people. 
SA (8)  A (53) DK (6)  DA (17) SD (11)  

I trust people of other races. 
SA (19) A (59) DK (11) DA (6) SD (0)   

I think my government is trustworthy. 
SA (9) A (45) DK (18) DA (14) SD (9)   

I trust the police. 
SA (14) A (49) DK (14) DA (10) SD (8)  

People are inherently good. 
SA (4) A (47) DK (10) DA (19) SD (15)        




