POLS 3310—American Political Theory (w)

North Georgia College & State University

Spring 2008

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1:25-2:20

Young Hall #208

Three Credits

Professor:
Dr. Ross C. Alexander

Phone:

706-864-1699

Email:

rcalexander@ngcsu.edu
Office:

305 Young Hall

Office Hours:
Monday
10:00-11:00 and 2:30-3:30



Tuesday
2:30-4:00



Wednesday
10:00-11:00 and 2:30-3:30



Thursday
2:30-4:00



Friday

10:00-11:00



**or by appointment

Course Overview and Description

The purpose of this course is to gain a better understanding of the philosophical and theoretical framework of the American political system through intense examination of seminal writings of the Colonial Era, the Founding Period, the Civil War Era, the Progressive Era, the 20th Century and today which contributed to both the historical and contemporary American political landscape.  To reach this end, we will examine primary sources for the most part beginning with those ancient and modern political philosophers who had a great impact on our Founding Fathers and ending with the theoretical justification of American foreign policy today.  In this whirlwind tour, we will read masterpieces by such authors as Aristotle, Locke, Hume, Madison, Jefferson, Paine, Adams, Franklin, Marshall, Thoreau, Calhoun, Douglass, Lincoln, Twain, Du Bois, Debs, Wilson, Roosevelt, Kennedy, King Jr., Reagan, Clinton, and Buchanan, and others.  

Course Objectives

1) To gain a better understanding of the philosophical basis of the American political system both historically and today.

2) To reach the aforementioned enlightenment via the examination of seminal primary sources dealing with the development of the American political system.

3) To be able to connect historical issues and problems to contemporary issues and problems by better understanding the philosophical reasoning for each.

4) To read, comprehend, and gain respect for important works of political philosophy.

5) To debate, discuss, dissect, and articulate concepts relating to the subject matter in a cogent and professional manner.

6) To understand and respect differing opinions.

7) To have fun!

Information Literacy

So what exactly is Information Literacy (IL)?  Information literacy, the topic of North Georgia’s Quality Enhancement Plan, is the ability to know when information is needed and to access, evaluate and use information effectively and ethically. Information literacy, with its focus on definable skills and critical thinking, supports and extends the institution's overall learning outcomes. 
Information Literacy Learning Outcomes*
1) The information literate student determines the nature and extent of the information needed.  (Know)

2) The information literate student accesses needed information effectively and efficiently.  (Access)

3) The information literate student evaluates information and its sources critically and incorporates selected information into his or her knowledge base and value system. (Evaluates)

4) The information literate student, individually or as a member of a group, uses information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose.  (Use)

5) The information literate student understands many of the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information and accesses and uses information ethically and legally.  (Ethical/Legal)
*Learning Outcomes adapted from the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) standards

Success in this Course

This class is an upper-division political science seminar and therefore you will be held to a relatively high standard in terms of performance.  Your ultimate success in this course (earning an A or B) is largely a function of the following:

1) Turning in all assignments on time and to specifications

2) Completing all assigned readings before class

3) Attending class regularly (you should rarely miss class)

4) Wholeheartedly participating in class discussions and group projects

5) Respecting and considering opinions that differ from your own

6) Turning in high-quality material that is to the best of your abilities

7) Having an open mind

Course Structure

This course will integrate some lecture but will be primarily focused on the debate, discussion, and analysis of the readings in a small-group or class-size atmosphere.  Therefore, the success of this class depends almost wholly on your ability to discuss the issues in a cogent manner.  Simply, if you are prepared every day, the class will be challenging, fulfilling, and successful.  If you are not, the class will be difficult, tedious, and unsuccessful both personally and for the class as a whole.  The onus is on you!

Required Text

Dolbeare, Kenneth M. & Michael S. Cummings (eds). 2004. American Political Thought. Washington D.C.: CQ Press.  ISBN:  1568029136

Assignments

Four (4) Analysis Papers:  100 points each.  Five (5) pages minimum per paper; analyses of an assigned reading or group of readings that are similar (not summaries or book reports).  Analyze, critique, and comment upon the theories presented and the writings themselves.  Each must be written in 12-point font, Times New Roman, standard margins, with page numbers.  Papers must be stapled and conform to APA format.  A minimum of three (3) outside sources are required in addition to the works being analyzed.  Cite all borrowed material appropriately in APA format (even if borrowed from the text).  Short papers will be deducted 10 points per page short of the assignment; late papers will be deducted 10 points per calendar-day late.  Papers not submitted at class-time on the due date will be considered late.  Emailed papers will not be accepted without prior approval.  Papers not submitted to turnitin.com at the beginning of class time on the due date will receive a grade of zero, no exceptions.  

Paper #1 Due:
Friday, January 25

Paper #2 Due:
Friday, February 8

Paper #3 Due:
Friday, March 7

Paper #4 Due:
Wednesday, April 2

Turnitin.com Password:
3310SP08


Turnitin.com ID:

2125911

Midterm Exam:  150 points.  This is a traditional, in-class, closed-book, two-day midterm exam that will cover material from the first half of the course, consisting entirely of essay questions.  Bring a blue book to each day of the exam.  Midterm exam dates:  Wednesday, February 27 and Friday, February 29
Final Exam:  100 points.  This is a take-home exam consisting entirely of essay questions addressing material from the second half of the course.  The exam must be typed, written in Times New Roman, 12-point font, standard margins, utilizing double-spacing, and must be stapled.  The final exam must be turned in at the final exam time for this course; it cannot be turned in early nor can it be turned in late.  Emailed exams will not be accepted.  The final exam is due:  Monday, April 28 at 1:00 p.m.

Movie Review:  A review, analysis, and critique of Iron Jawed Angels.  Do not summarize the movie; rather you must analyze and critique it.  You should compare themes from the movie with themes from the class and the assigned readings.  The review must be 3-5 pages utilizing Times New Roman, 12-point font, standard margins, and double-spacing.  It should be paginated and stapled.  No outside sources are required, but if you choose to use outside sources, they must be documented in APA style.  The review is due on:  Friday, April 11
Group Presentation:  50 points per group member.  In a small group, you will present material on a topic related somehow to American political theory.  Presentations should be roughly 20 minutes and must integrate technology in some fashion.  You are also required to submit a three (3) page summary of the presentation including a statement of who did what in preparation of the presentation.  Presentations will occur on:  Monday, April 14; Wednesday, April 16; Friday, April 18
Participation:  100 points.  Active participation in class and small group discussions and activities is integral to your success in this course.  Throughout the semester, you will be required to present and analyze material in both written and oral form as part of your participation grade.  These assignments will be worth varying amounts.  If you are not present when these projects are assigned, you will not be eligible to receive the points.  
850 points total for the course

Grading Scale

90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, below 59=F
Attendance:  I will not take attendance for this course.  However, if you do not attend nearly every class period, you will not do well in this class.  It is discussion and debate-centered, so your participation is integral to your success.  Furthermore, if you are not present for group discussions (which are graded), you will not be eligible to receive those points.  Be an adult and get to class.  

Changes to the Syllabus:  I reserve the right to change the syllabus as I deem appropriate and necessary, especially with regard to the day-to-day and week-to-week schedule.  

Being on Time:  We may not always go to the end of class, but we will begin every class period at the assigned start-time, 1:25 p.m. in this case.  Therefore, I expect you to be prepared and in your chairs at 1:25 p.m.  I reserve the right to ridicule and make fun of you for coming late to class, especially if you do it on a consistent basis.  Nobody cares how bad traffic was or how slow the coffee lady made your $9.00 latte.  
Cell Phones:  I cannot believe I am writing a statement about cell phone etiquette in my syllabus, but I feel compelled.  Turn your cell phone off before coming to class.  If it goes off, I will make an example of you through some form of ridicule.  If the problem persists, I will grab your phone and throw it as hard as I can against the wall.  
Plagiarism and Cheating:  Any instance of plagiarism or cheating will result in a zero grade for the assignment and/or an “F” in the class, depending on the severity of the offense (to be determined by the professor).  
Late Papers/Assignments:  As mentioned several times above, late papers will receive a 10-point per calendar-day late penalty.  Papers not submitted at class time on the due date will be considered late.  Emailed papers will not be accepted without prior approval.  Extensions on papers will rarely be granted and only in cases dealing with a school-sponsored event, serious medical or family hardship, or military obligation (all to be determined by the professor on a case-by-case basis).  

Make-up Exams:  Except for a case of extreme personal injury, hardship or catastrophic event, you will not be allowed to take a make-up exam for missing the midterm exam.  If you have a school-related event that presents a conflict with the midterm, you must notify me at least two (2) weeks prior to the conflicting event.  There will be no make-up opportunities for the final exam.  
Academic Integrity Policy
Honor Code:  “On my honor, I will not lie, cheat, steal, plagiarize, evade the truth or tolerate those who do (Undergraduate Bulletin, pp. 81-84).”

If the professor concludes that a violation of the Academic Integrity policy has occurred, the professor will either (1) penalize the student and file and incident report with the Academic Integrity Council or (2) refer the matter directly to the Academic Integrity Council.  If an incident report is filed, the professor will review the completed report with the student and will request that the student sign the report as an indication that the student is aware of its contents.  

“Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism.  All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers.  Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the Terms and Conditions of Use posted on the Turnitin.com site (Turnitin.com).”

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities
NGCSU is committed to the full inclusion of individuals with disabilities to the principle of individual rights and responsibilities.  To the end, the policies and procedures of NGCSU reasonably ensure that a person with a disability is not, on the basis of that disability, denied full and equal access to and enjoyment of academic programs and co-curricular activities or otherwise is subjected to discrimination in such programs and activities.  

The policies for access by individuals with disabilities at NGCSU are designed to ensure full compliance with all pertinent federal and state legislation, specifically to include Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990.  To receive disability accommodations, the student should contact the Coordinator of Disability Resources, Office of Academic Support Programs, room 207 Barnes Hall.  Approval of reasonable accommodations will be made on a case-by-case basis.
Course Schedule

Monday, January 7

Course overview, syllabus, introductions, expectations, meet and greet

Wednesday, January 9

Introductory lecture on American political theory and the influence of Locke

Locke, Second Treatise of Government (excerpt)

Friday, January 11

Group Project on Lockean principles and legacy

Monday, January 14

A Revolutionary Experiment 1620-1800 pp. 1-14

Winthrop, The Little Speech

Wise, Democracy is Founded in Scripture
Wednesday, January 16

Franklin, Observations Concerning the Increase of Mankind, the Peopling of Countries, etc.

Franklin, excerpt from the Great Law of Peace of the Iroquois Nations

Franklin, Short Hints towards a Scheme for Uniting the Northern Colonies

Franklin, The Albany Plan of Union

Adams, The Rights of the Colonists

Friday, January 18
Paine, Common Sense

Paine, The American Crisis

Paine, Rights of Man
Monday, January 21

No Class—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

Wednesday, January 23

The Declaration of Independence

The Articles of Confederation

Adams, Thoughts on Government

Adams, A Defense of the Constitution of the United States

Adams, Correspondence with Abigail Adams

The United States Constitution
Friday, January 25

Analysis Paper #1 Due
Group Project

Monday, January 28

Madison, Federalist #10, #39, #48, #51, #54

Hamilton, Federalist #15, #21, #23, #78

Wednesday, January 30

Dissent of the Pennsylvania Minority

Letter from Samuel Adams to Richard Henry Lee

Lee, Letters from the Federal Farmer I, IV, V
Friday, February 1

Group Project
Monday, February 4

Alexander Hamilton’s Program, pp. 127-129

Hamilton, Report on Credit

Hamilton, Opinion on the Constitutionality of the Bank

Hamilton, Report on Manufactures
Wednesday, February 6

Thomas Jefferson: Principles and Program, pp. 140-142

Madison’s Report to the Virginia Assembly

Jefferson, Notes on Virginia

Jefferson, First Inaugural Address

Jefferson, Selected Letters, pp. 152-165
Friday, February 8
Analysis Paper #2 Due
Group Project—Founding Fathers’ Views on Religion
Monday, February 11

Development and Democracy: 1800-1865, pp. 166-173

Marshall, Marbury v. Madison

Marshall, McCulloch v. Maryland
Lecture on the Development of the American Party System

Wednesday, February 13
Brownson, The Laboring Classes

Thoreau, Civil Disobedience

Stanton, Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions

Stanton, Address to the New York State Legislature

Friday, February 15

Group Project

Monday, February 18

Douglass, Speech at the Anti-Slavery Association

Douglass, The Various Phases of Anti-Slavery

Calhoun, A Disquisition on Government

Fitzhugh, Cannibals All!
Wednesday, February 20

Lincoln, Speech on the Dred Scott Decision

Lincoln, Letter to the Boston Republicans

Lincoln, Cooper Union Address

Lincoln, First Inaugural Address

Lincoln, Second Annual Message to Congress

Lincoln, The Gettysburg Address

Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address
Friday, February 22

Group Project

Monday, February 25

Midterm Exam Review

Wednesday, February 27

Midterm Exam Part One

Friday, February 29

Midterm Exam Part Two
Monday, March 3

Reconstruction and Industrialization, pp. 248-260

The Civil War Constitutional Amendments and the Failure of the “Sixteenth” Amendment, pp. 261-270

Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other

Bellamy, Looking Backward
Wednesday, March 5

The Ocala Demands

The Populist Party Platform

Lloyd, Revolution: The Evolution of Socialism

Twain, The War Prayer

Neihardt, Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux
Friday, March 7

Analysis Paper #3 Due

Monday, March 10

The Rise of the Positive State, pp. 320-328

Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk

Goldman, Anarchism: What is Really Stands For

Goldman, The Tragedy of Woman’s Emancipation
Wednesday, March 12

Wilson, The Meaning of Democracy

Dewey, The Public and Its Problems

Roosevelt, The Commonwealth Club Address

Roosevelt, Campaign Address
Friday, March 14

Group Project

Monday, March 17

No Class—Spring Break

Wednesday, March 19

No Class—Spring Break

Friday, March 21

No Class—Spring Break

Monday, March 24

Liberalism, The New Left, and the New Right: 1945-1990, pp. 421-429

Kennedy, Inaugural Address

King, Jr., Letter from the Birmingham City Jail

SDS, The Port Huron Statement

Friedan, Our Revolution is Unique
Wednesday, March 26

Reagan, First Inaugural Address

Reagan, State of the Union Address

Lasch, The Culture of Narcissism

Summary of an Era: Amendments Ratified and Not Ratified, and California Proposition 209, pp. 491-494

Loury, Achieving the ‘Dream:’ A Challenge to Liberals and Conservatives in the Spirit of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Friday, March 28

Group Project

Monday, March 31

Democracy and Diversity: 1990-2004, pp. 505-511

McGuire and McGuire, ‘Ecofeminist Visions’

Clinton, Second Inaugural Address

Jordan, On the Politics of Change

Buchanan, The Great Betrayal

Bush, The National Security Strategy of the United States of America
Wednesday, April 2

Analysis Paper #4 Due

Friday, April 4

No Class; I’ll be at a conference in Chicago

Monday, April 7

Movie, Iron Jawed Angels

Wednesday, April 9

Movie, Iron Jawed Angels
Friday, April 11

Movie, Iron Jawed Angels
Movie Review Due
Monday, April 14

Group Presentations
Wednesday, April 16

Group Presentations
Friday, April 18

Group Presentations
Monday, April 21

Final Exam Review

Distribute Take-home Exam

Monday, April 28

Take-home Exam Due at 1:00 p.m.
